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THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

In New Orleans the only plague-infected rat found to the present 
time was that noted in last week's Public Health Reports, as reported 
on July 27. Passed Asst. Surg. Francis has been detailed to New 
Orleans to assist in the examination of the rats collected. All ves- 
sels coming to the dock are using rat guards, and all those coming to 
the Stuyvesant dock, where the infected rat was found, are using 
double guards and also watchmen at the gangplanks when the planks 
are down. 

In Porto Rico one case of plague was reported in the Puerta de 
Tierra section of San Juan on July 30; July 31, no case; August 1, no 
case; on August 2 a diagnosis of plague was confirmed m a case 
reported in Santurce as suspicious on July 18; August 3 to 5 in- 
clusive, no new case. This makes a total for all Porto Rico, to and 
including August 5, of 47 cases, of which 31 occurred in San Juan, 11 
in Santurce, 2 in Carolina, 1 at Loiza, 1 in Dorado, and 1 on a vessel 
at Arroyo. 

In Cuba no new case has been reported since July 22, and the total 
number of cases in Habana to August 5 remains 3 cases, as previously 
reported. 



HOW TO POISON RATS. 

By W. C. Rucker, Assistant Surgeon General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital 

Service. 

Get a loaf of stale bread, cut it into pieces about 1 inch square by 
three-quarters of an inch thick. Get a good rat poison. There are 
two chief kinds of rat poison on the market, one containing arsenic 
and the other phosphorus. You can tell phosphorus paste because 
it smells like a match head. Either one of these poisons is good, but 
in some respects phosphorus seems to be the better, as it shines at 
night, and the rats like its odor and taste. A small quantity will 
kill them, and, as it acts rather slowly, they go outside the house to 
die. If the poison used is too hard to spread easily on the bread, 
set the container in some hot water. Some pastes are thin enough 
so that this is unnecessary. Do not get any of the paste on your 
hands because it may burn the skin, and unless the hands are verj" 
carefully washed, the poison may be carried to the mouth by the 
fingers soiled with it. It is best to wear a pair of leather or rubber 
gloves when preparing the poison. Spread the poison on the pieces 
of bread with a knife. Be careful that all sides of the pieces are 
smeared with the poison. As fast as poisoned pieces of bread are 
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prepared they should be put in a covered bucket, and when a suf- 
ficient quantity is ready, it should be distributed. Bear in mind 
that arsenic poison has the disadvantage that it does not deteriorate, 
and therefore it may be taken by some animal which it is not intended 
to poison a long time after it has been put out; also bear in mind 
that phosphorus is liable to spontaneous combustion, especially 
when put in a warm place or exposed to the direct rays of the sun. 
Phosphorus pastes which have glucose as a base are less liable to 
spontaneous combustion. Do not put the poisoned pieces of bread 
in the open because they may be taken by children or domestic ani- 
mals, but put them in the rat holes where they can not be gotten at 
by human beings or domestic animals. When this is not practicable, 
get a small box and put small pieces of poisoned bread in a bowl, 
cover the bowl with the box, and bore a hole 2 inches in diameter in 
each end of the box. These holes are big enough to admit the rats 
and will keep out cats, dogs, and chickens. Keep track of every 
piece of poison put out; then after it has been out long enough you 
can collect the pieces of poison which remain untouched. 

Rats will not take poison in places where there is plenty of other 
food. Therefore to be most successful in rat poisoning the premises 
should be thoroughly cleaned and all foodstuffs protected from rats 
by the use of metal screening or metal containers. Garbage should 
be placed in water-tight metal garbage cans only. A starved rat 
takes poison quite readily. 



YELLOW FEVER. 

Cases and Deaths Reported During 1911. 
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1 Present. 



2 From Laguna. 



